
 CITY COUNCIL MARCH 2, 2015 AGENDA 
vernonia-or.gov   REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
     City Hall , 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia  OR  97064 
______________________________________________________________________________  

Vision Statement 
Vernonia will continue to build a secure and diverse economic foundation while maintaining its historic atmosphere and undying 

sense of community through the values of:  Pride – Integrity – Respect 
Mission Statement 

The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and 
a vision for civic improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   

 

 
1.  Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance -- Mayor Mitchell 
 
2.  Additions or Removal of Agenda Items 
 
3.  Mayor Report 
 A. Resignation Letter from Maria Williams (Parks Committee) 
 B. Recommendation from Public Works Committee 
 C. Recommendation from Parks Committee 
4.  Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
 
5.  Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation 
 Persons addressing the Council must state their name for the record.  All remarks shall be directed to the entire City 
Council.  The Council reserves the right to delay any action requested until they are fully informed on the matter.   
 
6.  Consent Agenda for Acceptance 

 The Consent Agenda is a policy of the governing body to approve, in one motion, routine and/or 
noncontroversial items, which can be determined prior to the meeting. 

 
7.  Consent Agenda for Approval 
 A.  City Council Minutes February 16, 2015 
 
8.  Unfinished Business 
  
9.  New Business 
 A.  Settlement Agreement/MOA between VRR and COV 
 B.  WWTP Request for Proposals (RFP) 
 C.  Harvesting of timber at WWTP material site  
 D.  Council Goals (Scheduling of work session to establish Council Goals) 
 
10.  Business from Departments 
 A.  Police Department – Chief Michael Conner 
 B.  City Administrator – Gian Paolo Mammone 
  A.  City Administrator Report 
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11.  Ordinances/Resolutions 
  
12.  Correspondence 
 
13.  Items from Mayor, Councilors, City Administrator  
 
14.  Action Items Summary – City Administrator 
 
Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

***AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE*** 
Please contact the City Recorder, Vernonia City Hall, 1001 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064 (Phone No. 503-429-5291) at 

least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting time if you need an accommodation.  TCC users please call Oregon 
Telecommunications Relay Service at 1-800-735-2900. 
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        CITY COUNCIL FEBRUARY 17, 2015  MINUTES 
vernonia-or.gov           REGULAR MEETING – 7:00 PM 
             City Hall, 1001 Bridge Street, Vernonia OR 97064 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Councilors Present:  Mayor, Josette Mitchell; Councilors: Jill Hult, Mike Seager, 
and Kim Tierney 
Staff Present: Chief Michael Conner; Gian Paolo Mammone, City Administrator 
Press: Vernonia’s Voice, Scott Laird 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Open Regular Meeting: 
1.  Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Mitchell called the meeting to order at 7:00 
pm 
 
2.  Additions or Removal of Agenda Items 
 Councilor Hult moved, “To accept the agenda with the Addition of B: Anderson Park 
under Unfinished Business.”  Councilor Seager seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
3.  Mayor Report 

A.  Public Property Permission and Mutual Indemnity Agreement – Yearly agreement 
Administrator signs with SOLVE. Hazardous waste hasn’t confirmed where they will be located. 
Focusing on Spencer Park Play Area for Make Vernonia Shine Day, Donna Webb will attend 
next Parks Meeting to gather more ideas on projects 

Committee 
 
4.  Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
 N/A.   

 
5.  Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
 Persons addressing the Council must state their name for the record.  All remarks shall be directed to the entire City 
Council.  The Council reserves the right to delay any action requested until they are fully informed on the matter.   
 N/A 
  
6.  Consent Agenda for Acceptance 

The Consent Agenda is a policy of the governing body to approve, in one motion, routine and/or noncontroversial 
items, which can be determined prior to the meeting. 

A. Vernonia Library Minutes 1-6-2015 
B. Public Works Committee Minutes 11-25-2014 
C. Weekly Departmental Updates 2-6-2015 

 Discussion: Councilor Hult asked “on Page 4 under 6 A – Is there any progress on 
proposal work?” Councilor Parrow was not present to report on this. Councilor Hult 
asked, “Under the Library minutes, item 8 B – Use of computers issue… if this 
pertains to use, does the City Council need to approve the policy, or is this an internal 
policy that should be decided by the Library?” Mayor Mitchell responded, “Usually, 
if it pertains to the public, City Council hears through the subject to give it a little 
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more public forum for discussion.” Councilor Seager asked, “Will you (City 
Administrator Mammon) bring a proposal to the Council on this issue (Library 
internet use)?” This needs to go through protocol for approval. When they draw up a 
proposal, the City Administrator will bring the proposed policy to the Council. 
Councilor Hult commented, “I’m very happy to hear under Public Works that the 
Cemetery Tractor Engine will probably cost less to fix than expected and am glad to 
hear that they plan to have it fixed in the next 2-3 weeks… under Library (Page 11) I 
was also interested to hear about the topic of forming a writer’s group. Where will it 
be advertised, and have times been established yet?” Mayor Mitchell responded, “It’s 
on the Community Bulletin Board, and they hadn’t set the time yet.” Scott Laird said, 
“I believe there will be information in Thursday’s Paper.” Councilor Teirney asked, 
“On Page 7 (Public Works) I am not recalling a report from the Public Works 
Subcommittee on outcomes of the meeting. Sounded combative. Second meeting 
went much smoother, etc. Was there a report back from the subcommittee?” “Since 
these minutes, no. They will have a meeting Friday that will bring together info on 
groundtruthing.” Mayor Mitchell will report back after that meeting.  
 

Mayor Mitchell entertained a motion to “Accept the Consent Agenda for 
Acceptance.” Councilor Seager moved. Councilor Tierney seconded the motion.  
Motion carried. 

 
7.  Consent Agenda for Approval 
 A.  City Council Minutes February 2, 2015 
  Councilor Tierney had the following correction to the minutes of February 2nd:  

under Item 4, last talking point, “Where it says that “A new representative from the 
School is needed as Mr. Miller will not be able to attend due to the new time, that 
should say, ‘…Mark Brown will not be able to attend.’. Also, on Page 14 of the 
Packet, I would like to add that the Councilors expressed interest in having the 
County Commissioners attend a meeting to explain their support for the LNG 
pipeline. And then, on Page 17, under Correspondence B, Originally on the Agenda, 
there was a request for a work session to set up two sites for debris management. At 
that time, I said that I didn’t think that we needed a work session, but that Gian Paolo 
would go back and research different options for debris sites and that the work 
session was determined to not be needed.” Councilor Hult said, “Under Number 10, 
Business from Departments, Paragraph 7, sentence 2: I think we were talking about 
that we bear a tremendous risk, and that there is no benefit to balance that risk, and 
that we could go back to LNG asking for an escrow account set up for clean-up.” 
Mayor Mitchell clarified, “There needs to be a strategy showing what would happen 
if there was a tragedy such as an escrow account set up for clean-up or for 
remediation.” 

  Councilor Hult moved, “To accept the Consent Agenda Approval for the February 
2nd minutes with corrections.” Councilor Seager seconded the motion.  Motion 
carried. 

 
8.  Unfinished Business 
 A.  Water Service Size and Rate Correction  

The City Administrator suggested, “Refund whatever you have overcharged and 
forget about the underpayment. CIS said that a different option might be to offer a 
credit rather than a refund. The only variance to his suggestion was to offer a credit 
rather than a refund.” Councilor Seager “How much money are we talking about?” 
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City Administrator Mammone replied, “A $2000 overpayment and an underpayment 
of $550. Roughly $20-$50 per month. It would be more simple not to try to recoup 
the losses, given the amount of money, which seems to be nominal.” This is 
potentially roughly $260 per account. Consensus was to send the over-billed parties a 
letter giving them the option of either credit or a check, but that the default option is 
that they get a credit applied to their account unless they want the check and notify 
the City before the next billing cycle. The Council authorized staff to do so, and to 
also send a letter to the under-billed letting them know that they can expect a larger 
bill now that billing error has been corrected. 

 B. Anderson Park 
Perception is that almost everyone is not following the rules. 80% have personal 

items stored outside, one unit that has steps going to a trailer, more than one 
infraction where tents are erected and personal property is stored in them. What to do 
to bring into compliance? The City Administrator reported that the Park host gave his 
30 day notice that he is going to leave. He suggested to empty the park for 2 or 3 days 
at least, and then send in a team to clean up the park and get it ready for the season. 
But for now, to let the host go in a week, no more, and shut down the park to get it 
ready for the summer season. Councilor Hult noted that even a landlord has to give a 
tenant a certain much notice. We should give them more time to vacate. She would 
like there to be a procedure for this. The City Administrator responded that this was 
the optimal idea. Mayor Mitchell suggested that Another Park Host might be 
interested, and they are doing a bang-up job. Are we bringing in someone new or 
giving the option to this person? The City Administrator said that person is not 
interested in this job, he spoke to them. There was a sense of urgency to the staff 
seeing the condition Anderson Park was in. Would like to get someone in there that 
can really improve the state of the park. Councilor Tierney would like to see anyone 
that is using it as a residence to have a 30-day notice. Mayor Mitchell suggested that 
they could be asked to move to another spot. Councilor Seager suggested to give the 
problem sites a 30-day notice to fix the problem. Officer Connor stated that has 
already happened for one site. He suggests that 30 days was too long a notice. Mayor 
Mitchell commented that the root problem is not having a staff member overseeing 
Parks. City Council doesn’t even have the copy of the 30-day notice given. “Where 
do I get a copy of the rules? The park host keeps changing them.” (Mayor Mitchell 
found out by talking to a Camper) They were given a box with all the rules. Councilor 
Seager noted that there should be some chain of command to not get in this position. 
Give them a 30-day notice on the first day of infraction to clean up. Councilor 
clarified that if not cleaned up by the end of the 30 days, give them a 30 day eviction 
notice. Officer Connor suggests to give them a shorter time to clean up, then a 30 day 
notice to vacate. City Administrator suggested that the organization should screen 
people better. Possibly should charge more to create as high as possible a standard to 
ensure the park will stay in good condition. The rules need to be clear and the 
organization needs to build an infrastructure to enforce the rules. Mayor Mitchell 
suggests that after a certain date, the City should impose a daily fine There a stock 
form from City Hall for infractions. City Administrator noted that the current system 
is too open to interpretation. Councilor Tierney asked “What are we doing with the 
people not in compliance? What’s the proposal tonight? Some specific answers are 
needed on a case-by-case basis. The City Administrator said he is not going to change 
anything until we know if we have the legal right to do anything. Councilor Tierney 
asked, “Are they (people who are currently in compliance) going to be allowed to re-
up?” Scott Laird clarified that it sounded like if they are in compliance with the rules, 
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they will be allowed to stay. Councilor Tierney commented that “doing a clean sweep 
sounds like we are kicking everyone out.” City Administrator stated that he is not 
going to create new rules to clean up the park. It’s just basic maintenance. If there is 
something substantial, it will go before the Parks Committee first. Mayor Mitchell 
noted that putting in new things is different than maintenance. The City Administrator 
responded that these (proposed maintenance) are very fundamental things, just 
improving what we already have. Mayor Mitchell clarified that her concern with 
putting new things in is that it can add up to lots of money. The Parks budget is 
already small. The City Administrator responded that the clean-up might cost 
altogether $200. If there was something a little more change in strategy, I would talk 
to the chair, then possibly the committee. 

 
9.  New Business 
 A.  Proposed Street Closure for Vernonia Open Air Market  

The City Administrator reported that it sounded like there would be 8 to 10 
vendors. He thought it would be good for City to have the Market by the Park. 
Council consensus was why close the street rather than using a larger space, not 
impeding traffic? There would be more space to grow and still a nice view of river at 
Site B (the former Health Clinic Site). Councilor Hult commented that this is 
Vernonia’s busy season. How would it work to have the Open Air Market on Adams 
Avenue during this time? Mayor Mitchell asked why they didn’t propose to be in 
Shay Park? Scott Laird commented that his understanding was that it was a question 
of visibility. Councilor Hult commented that the former Health Center site would be 
extremely visible. Why not extend the downtown area to the other end of the Rock 
Creek Bridge? Councilor Tierney commented that parking might be an issue with the 
Adams Avenue site. The City Administrator replied that this might be an opportunity 
to put signs up identifying public parking spaces Chief Connor reported that Maple 
Street and Adams Avenue is the second largest artery to traffic. Site A could cause 
lots of congestion. 

Consensus was that site #2 (the former Health Clinic Site) was acceptable. A 
business license is not needed for a transient merchants. The City can sponsor this 
since they are giving the permission to use this space and not charge a fee. The City 
should consider the Open Air Market an event schedule rather than a business. 

 
10.  Business from Departments 
 A.  Police Department  -- Chief Michael Conner 
  a) The identified squatter house has been cited. Waiting on a court date.  

b) Open reserve officers: might start accepting applications a month before budget 
approval. 

 
D.  City Administrator – Gian Paolo Mammone 

a) Weekly Departmental Updates – 2-6-2015  
Letter from Fish & Wildlife was received and they said that it was not an 

issue. There are specific plans in place to address the ammonia issue before 
the guidelines gets more stringent.  

Council consensus was to approve ICMA attendance of City 
Administrator. Would like to thank Staff for the letter to ODOT on the 
Crossing. The City Administrator met with the District Manager yesterday so 
can approach him for more information.  
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Council question on open positions: does the Janitor position have any 
applicants? The City Administrator said he was not sure, but will ask Angie. 
The Janitor position might close on the 25th of February. The City Recorder 
position closed on the 15th of February. 

11.  Ordinances/Resolutions 
 A. Repeal Ordinance No. 901 Flood Hazard Reduction Title 9-05  

Councilor Tierney moved, “to repeal Ordinance No. 901 Title 9-05 Amendments 
to the Flood Hazard Reduction until more information is gathered and an extensive 
legal process is followed.” Councilor Seager seconded. Motion carried.  

Discussion: Dan Brown asked if the old ordinance will now go into effect. Mayor 
Mitchell responded that it would. Dan Brown responded that we only have 5 days to 
respond back with a plan of action to FEMA to come into compliance. Mayor 
Mitchell asked what staff has planned out. The City Administrator has talked to 
Carol, but Council had reservations. Dan recommends to do a one-time review, for 
the City’s best interests which would involve a professional planner getting the 
correct wording in the ordinance. At minimum, staff needs to come up with a plan 
that includes taking photos of suspicious sites including stored insurables, etc. part of 
the 4-page letter that was sent. Mayor Mitchell asked if staff has done any of this 
planning. The City Administrator does not know. He knew about what Ordinance 
needed to be amended. Mayor Mitchell asked whether staff has a list of houses that 
need to be checked. Dan Brown said that the deadline is February 23rd. What needs 
to be done is to come up with a plan to close the CAV. It’s not just the ordinance and 
8 homes that were identified; other procedures also need to addressed. The next step 
is to come up with a plan of how the City intends to come into compliance and submit 
the required documentation to FEMA. There’s no advantage to submitting the current 
draft as it is. Mayor Mitchell asked, “What was staff going to do by the 23rd?” The 
City Administrator replied that, “Our concern was the ordinance.” Dan suggested that 
they are looking for more policy and procedure to bring properties into compliance: 
restructuring, reviewing procedure, etc. The issue is enforcement, not the ordinance. 
How do we get from identifying noncompliance to bringing them into compliance? 
Mayor Mitchell suggested that COVIS can now track timelines of noncompliance 
deadlines. Those properties can then be checked for compliance by cooperation 
between the officers and the office workers. The next step is to get COVIS lined up 
for the floodplain management. Dan Brown will help if needed during this process. 
City Administrator Mammone will send an email requesting a conference call with 
Scott from FEMA and Mayor Mitchell will sit in on that phone call. 

B.  Resolution No. 03-15 Amending City Council Rules and Procedures  
Councilor Tierney moved “to adopt Resolution No. 03-15 Amending the City 

Council Rules and Procedures.” Councilor Seager seconded. Motion carried. 
C. Resolution No. 04-15 Amending Ordinance 880 Establishing the Organization of all 

City Committees and prescribing the general powers and duties thereof 
Discussion: Initially Council had added quorum at 4, but decided to not restrict it 

to that specific number.  Consensus was to keep 7 A, “4 members constitutes a 
quorum,” then add 7 B, “In the event that there is not a full committee; a quorum 
relates to its current capacity of members until filled.”  

Councilor Seager moved, “to pass Resolution No. 04-15 Amending Ordinance 
880 Establishing the Organization of all City Committees and prescribing the general 
powers and duties thereof with the correction to Section 7 Point A to reinstate that 4 
members of the committee constitutes the quorum.” Councilor Tierney seconded. 
Motion carried. 
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12.  Correspondence 
 N/A 
 
13.  Items from Mayor, Councilors, City Administrator 
 Councilor Hult attended the local budget law training. Was a great training. Used the City 
of Arrendale (From Frozen) as their example of City budgets. Was very well done.   
  
 Mayor Mitchell reported that she, the City Administrator, and Councilor Hult would 
attend a meeting with the Ridge Riders on Thursday to go over the talking points that can be 
agreed upon, and send them to Reuben to draft an MOA. The next Executive Session is 
scheduled for February 23rd. The first hour 6:30 p.m., there will be no staff present, and at 7:30 
p.m., the City Administrator will come in for the joint meeting. She asked whether the former 
councilors should be invited to come in for input in the beginning of the meeting (before the joint 
staff part of the session). Consensus was yes, but that they would be excused before the joint 
portion of the meeting. 
 
14. Action Items Summary, Gian Paolo Mammone 

A) Advertise the Executive Session beginning at 6:30 pm on Thursday the 23rd. 
B) Water meter Size rate advertisement about credits or refund, etc. 
C) Open Air Market Option 2, no Business License 
D) Post changes to Ordinances/Resolutions 
E) Call Scott (from FEMA) to start the conversation on the plan of action to bring into 

compliance with FEMA 
F) City Administrator will go to the conference in Portland 
G) Anderson Park – Ask for a copy of the letter that the Park host gave the tenant, and 

issue a 2 week notice for cleanup 
H) Are circuit Park Hosts feasible, or should the City post for the Anderson Park job? 

Should hear an update on this at the next Regular Council Meeting. 
 

City Council thanked Nicholas Welch for filling in taking notes at this meeting. 
 
Adjournment:  City Council adjourned the February 17, 2015 meeting at 9:27 p.m. 
 
 
Signed this__________day of February, 2015 
 
 
 
Attest: _________________________________       ___________________________________ 
        City Recorder    Josette M Mitchell, Mayor 
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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
AND 

RELEASE AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE 
 

DATE:  March 2, 2015 
 
PARTIES: CITY OF VERNONIA    (“City”) 
  an Oregon municipal corporation 
  1001 Bridge Street 
  Vernonia, OR  97064 
 
  VERNONIA RIDGE RIDERS   (“VRR”) 
   P.O. Box 96 
  Vernonia, OR  97064 
 

RECITALS 

A. City owns real property located in the City of Vernonia commonly referred to as 
Anderson Park and which is subject to a deed restriction requiring it to be used for public 
purposes only.    

B. VRR leased a portion of Anderson Park for use as an equestrian area. The most 
recent lease agreement signed by the parties is dated August 7, 2006.  

C.  The equestrian area is described in the 2006 lease as follows: 

The area east of the base of the hill that is bounded on the north by the roadway to 
the existing arena area, on the east by Rock Creek, on the south by the Nehalem 
River and on the west by a line that is twenty feet (20’) east of the Anderson Park 
Road; reserving, however, onto the City for public access a twenty-five foot (25’) 
wide strip through the Equestrian Area along the upper banks of Rock Creek and 
the Nehalem River. 

D.  The parties dispute the validity of the 2006 lease and prior leases and now wish to 
settle their dispute pursuant to the terms of this Agreement. 
 

E. VRR desires to continue to use the equestrian area and the City agrees to allow 
further use of the equestrian area by VRR under a Memorandum of Agreement, outlining the 
terms of general equestrian area use by the VRR.   

F. The City and VRR, without any admission of liability on the part of either party, 
desire to settle all claims between them arising out of the 2006 lease agreement, all prior lease 
agreements, written or oral, and all prior management agreements; including Columbia County 
Circuit Court case numbers 13CV06713 and 13CV07059. 

///  
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NOW, THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION OF THE MUTUAL PROMISES OF THE 
PARTIES SET FORTH BELOW, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

 1.  City and VRR mutually rescind the 2006 lease and all prior agreements to the 
extent any such agreements are in effect or valid. City and VRR further agree to enter a 
Stipulated General Judgment of Dismissal with Prejudice regarding all claims in the above 
referenced Columbia County Circuit Court cases.  

2. VRR use of Anderson Park for equestrian activities shall be structured as 
described in the Memorandum of Agreement of the General Equestrian Arena Use Between City 
of Vernonia and Vernonia Ridge Riders, attached as Exhibit “A” and thereby incorporated 
herein. A map showing the agreed Equestrian Area of Anderson Park is attached for reference as 
Exhibit “B,” and thereby incorporated herein.   

3. VRR and City mutually release, acquit, and forever discharge each other, their 
officers, agents, servants, and employees from any and all actions, causes of action, claims, 
losses, damages, costs, attorney fees, liabilities and demands of whatever character, known and 
unknown, including, but not limited to, the generality of the foregoing releases and any and all 
causes of action or claims of whatever character including, but not limited to, breach of contract, 
intentional torts, negligence and constitutional claims, and all matters alleged and that could or 
would have been alleged and all other counter-claims and cross-claims and all other pleadings 
which could have been filed; all whether or not on account of, or in any way arising out of, any 
and all damages resulting or to result from the lease agreement(s) described in the Recitals 
above.  VRR and City hereby expressly agree that this release extends to all claims of every 
nature and kind whatsoever, known or unknown, suspected or unsuspected, on their part against 
each other and each and every agent, officer, employee, servant and representative thereof. 

4. VRR covenants and agrees forever to refrain from instituting or prosecuting any 
action or proceeding against the City, its agents, officers, and employees, for or on account of 
any and all losses, injuries, damages, or claims arising out of the lease agreement(s) described in 
the Recitals above. 

5. VRR warrants and covenants that they are not entitled to any insurance coverage 
or to collect under any insurance policy for the losses claimed in connection with the lease 
agreement(s) described above, and that if any such rights are determined to exist, VRR assigns 
all rights in and to the claim(s) and proceeds to the City. 

6. VRR has been represented by Stephen D. Petersen, Attorney At Law.  The City 
has been represented by Ruben Cleaveland, Sosnkowski & Cleaveland LLC., Asst. City 
Attorney. 

7. VRR understands and expressly agrees that the general and special releases, 
covenants and agreements contained in this Agreement shall inure to the benefit of the City and 
the successors in interest of the City, and each and every agent, officer, employee and 
representative of the City, and shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon VRR and each of 
their successors in interest, heirs, assigns, agents and representatives. 
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8. It is understood and agreed to by the parties to this Agreement that this settlement 
is a good faith compromise of a disputed claim, and that the consideration referenced in this 
Agreement shall not operate as an admission of liability on the part of any party to this 
Agreement, nor, except as specifically otherwise provided in this Agreement, as an estoppel, 
waiver, or bar with respect to any claims the parties may have against any other party arising out 
of the lease agreement(s) described in the Recitals above.  

9. This Agreement, including attached Exhibits “A” and “B,” constitutes the entire 
agreement between the parties, and the terms of this Agreement are contractual and not mere 
recital. 

10. Each of the parties represent and warrant that they have carefully read the 
foregoing Agreement and know the contents of it, that this Agreement is voluntarily accepted 
after consultation with their attorneys, and that each signs this Agreement of their own free act 
and will. 

11. This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Oregon. 

12. In the event of any action to enforce this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be 
entitled to recover its reasonable attorney fees, costs and disbursements at arbitration (if any), 
trial and on appeal. 

13.  The person executing this Agreement on behalf of VRR hereby covenants and 
warrants that the execution of this Agreement is duly authorized by the VRR, and that the person 
signing on behalf VRR is duly authorized by that party to bind that party to this Agreement. 

 
DATED this 2nd  day of March , 2015. 

 
CAUTION:  This is a release. Read it before signing. 
 
 
Vernonia Ridge Riders: City of Vernonia: 
 
____________________________ ______________________________ 
By: Nathan Owen By: Josette Mitchell 
Title: VRR President    Title: Mayor, City of Vernonia 
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STATE OF OREGON   ) 
      ) ss. 
County of Columbia    ) 
 
 
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of  

__________________, 2015, by Nathan Owen, President of the Vernonia Ridge Riders, an 
Oregon non-profit corporation, on behalf of said corporation.     
  

 
_________________________ 

      Notary Public for Oregon 
      My commission expires:______ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF OREGON   ) 
      ) ss. 
County of Columbia      ) 
 
 
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of  

__________________, 2015, by Josette Mitchell, Mayor for the City of Vernonia, an Oregon 
municipal corporation, on behalf of said corporation. 

 
       

_________________________ 
      Notary Public for Oregon 
      My commission expires:______ 
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Exhibit A 
 
 

Memorandum of Agreement of the General Equestrian Arena Use  
 
Between:  City of Vernonia     (“City”)  
 
And:   Vernonia Ridge Riders    (“VRR”) 
 
Dated:  March 2, 2015 
 
 The parties agree as follows: 
 
1. Equestrian Arena Area; Equestrian Use in Anderson Park. 

 
1.1      The City Council for the City of Vernonia recognizes a community benefit 

in providing a venue for activities such as the VRR equestrian activities in 
Anderson Park. 

  
1.2      City has established a general equestrian permit and fee system for 

Anderson Park for use in 2015 and subsequent years. 
 

1.3      The parties desire VRR’s use of the Equestrian Area of Anderson Park 
under the terms of this Agreement.  
 

1.4      At all times not applicable to this Agreement or the general equestrian 
permit and fee system, citizens/public whom possesses VRR club 
identification or a City issued Vernonia Parks pass may use the arena so long 
as it is a non-exclusive use.  
 
 

2. Initial Term and Renewal Term(s). 
 

2.1      This Memorandum of Agreement is subject to renewal every five (5) years 
from the date it is first executed and five years from the date of each renewal 
period. No sooner than one hundred eighty (180) days, but no later than ninety 
(90) days prior to expiration of the current term, the parties will meet to 
review this document and mutually decide the terms of renewal. If the parties 
fail to meet or agree to the terms of renewal, this Agreement shall terminate at 
the expiration of the current five (5) year term. All terms of renewal must be 
in writing and signed by both parties.  

 
2.2      In the event the City deems there is a higher public use for the equestrian 

area, the City agrees to work in good faith with the VRR to help relocate 
viable equestrian activities. This Agreement is transferrable to another area or 
property owned by City if agreed to in writing, signed by both parties. 
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3. VRR shall be allowed use of the Equestrian Area as follows:  
 

3.1      VRR shall provide a schedule of upcoming VRR events by October 1st in 
the current year to ensure reservation of the equestrian area for the following 
year.   

 
3.2      On February 1st of each year the VRR will provide an insurance 

certification document showing compliance with Section 4 of this Agreement. 
The VRR will also submit a list of current VRR club members to the City. 

 
3.3      VRR Members will carry and be able to provide a valid VRR identification 

whenever on the premises.  
 

3.4      The VRR will maintain active non-profit status registered with the 
Secretary of State, in the State of Oregon. 

 
3.5     The VRR will have twelve (12) days of use per calendar year that are 

exempt from the general equestrian permit and fee requirements. The calendar 
year will start on February 1st. 

 
3.6     Scheduled clean-up, preparation and maintenance days will be exempt from 

the general equestrian permit and fee requirements and will not be attributed 
to the twelve (12) days of use allowed in Section 3.5. 

 
3.7      The VRR will have two (2) community benefit days of use per calendar 

year that are exempt from the general equestrian permit and fee requirements, 
so long as the parties agree the proposed activity benefits the City of Vernonia 
and the VRR follows the notification protocol included herein. 

 
3.8      All other days of use are subject to the general equestrian permit and fee 

schedule(s) adopted by the Vernonia City Council. 
 

 
4. Property and Liability Insurance. VRR shall maintain, at all times, appropriate 

general liability insurance for all of their events and uses at the Equestrian Area. For 
these events and uses, insurance coverage shall name City as additional insured, with 
a limit of loss of at least $2,000,000 combined single-limit per occurrence coverage 
for personal injury and property damage. VRR shall deliver appropriate evidence of 
insurance coverage to the City within (30) days of any event. Said policy(s) shall 
include an endorsement that it will not be terminated, reduced, or materially changed 
without thirty (30) days’ notice to the City. City shall provide insurance for the 
equestrian area as a part of its public park system when not in use by the VRR. 

/// 
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5. Utilities 
 

5.1 Water 
VRR may use the water faucet at the Equestrian Area, subject to the 

following conditions: 
 

5.1.1 Use Fee. VRR shall pay for water at the standard City rate.  
 

5.1.2 Control of Use. VRR will control the use of the water by 
maintaining a lock on the water valve to prevent unauthorized use 
or misuse of the resource. VRR will have control of the keys to the 
lock, and may authorize its use. The park host will also have a key, 
and may allow use of the water by persons so authorized by VRR. 

5.2 Electric 
 

5.2.1 VRR shall be responsible for payment for all utilities and services 
in connection with the Equestrian Area. 
 

5.3 Garbage Collection 
 

5.3.1 VRR will be responsible for providing an adequate number of 
garbage receptacles in and for regular garbage collection in the 
Equestrian Area. VRR will be responsible for picking up all trash 
and other debris in the Equestrian Area and for emptying all the 
garbage cans after each VRR event.  

 
6. Maintenance 

 
6.1      The Vernonia Ridge Riders will collaborate with the City of Vernonia in 

maintaining the Anderson Park Equestrian Arena area labeled Arena Site #1 
in attached map Exhibit “B.” 
 

6.2      The City of Vernonia will maintain the grass park area in the Event Site 
Area #2 in attached map Exhibit “B.” 

 
6.3      VRR shall be responsible to monitor and maintain the Equestrian Area in 

good repair during VRR events and at VRR expense. VRR shall be 
responsible for providing security for the Equestrian Area to ensure that it 
does not become a site for vandalism, loitering, and crime when in use by 
VRR. VRR accepts use of the Equestrian Area in “AS IS” condition at the 
time of use. It is up to the VRR’s expertise to determine that the Equestrian 
Area and all other areas of Anderson Park used for VRR events are safe for 
such use at the time of such use. 

 
6.4      The City of Vernonia shall be responsible for maintenance and security 

when not in use by VRR. 
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7. Scheduling Use of Equestrian Area. 
 

7.1      The parties mutually agree that notification of use of the Arena Site #1 will 
follow the protocol below: 
 

7.1.1 When the VRR determines it wants exclusive use of Site #1, the 
President of the VRR will contact the City Administrator and 
arrangements will be made to reserve said area.  
 

7.1.2 If the exclusive use is not part of the scheduled twelve (12) 
calendar event days that are fee exempt, or a specific clean-
up/preparation or maintenance day, the VRR agrees they will 
follow the reservation and fee guidelines according to the general 
equestrian fee and permit structure of the City. 

 
7.1.3 When the City determines it wants exclusive use of Site #1, the 

City Administrator of the City will contact the President of VRR to 
provide notice of such use and ensure the use does not conflict 
with previously scheduled VRR use. 

 
7.1.4 All efforts will be made to notify the other party as soon as 

possible of potential events to avoid reservation conflicts. 
 

7.1.5 Scheduling of the two (2) community benefit days allowed to the 
VRR need to be approved by the City Administrator if the 
additional days exceed the granted twelve (12) approved VRR 
events.  

 
7.1.6 In the event of scheduling conflicts, the party who submitted notice 

to the other first, in the manner required by this Agreement, shall 
prevail in receiving use of the Equestrian Area. Notwithstanding 
the above, equestrian events shall have priority over conflicting 
clean-up, preparation or maintenance days. 

 
8. Ownership of Equestrian Area Improvements. 

 
8.1 The City and VRR acknowledge that the Equestrian Area resides 

in the Floodway within the Floodplain of the City of Vernonia.  
As such, restrictions exist that may limit improvements that can be 
constructed in and around the Equestrian Area. 
 

8.2 The VRR acknowledges that any and all improvements that are 
affixed in Anderson Park become property of the City.  
 

8.3 VRR shall obtain approval from City prior to making, causing or 
erecting any improvements to Anderson Park. 
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8.4 The VRR agree that any and all proposed improvements to 
Anderson Park must follow the City of Vernonia planning and 
permitting system. 

 
9. Destruction or Condemnation.  If any improvement within the Equestrian Area is 

partially destroyed in a manner that prevents the continued use of the improvement by 
VRR in a normal manner, and if the damage is reasonably repairable within sixty (60) 
days after the occurrence of the destruction (or within six (6) months after the 
occurrence of a devastating event such as a flood), VRR shall repair the improvement 
to pre-casualty condition; otherwise the City shall have the option to condemn the 
improvements. In such event, VRR shall be obligated to demolish and remove from 
the Equestrian Area the damaged improvement at its sole cost and expense.  
 

10.  Notices. Notices under this Memorandum of Agreement shall be deemed received 
when delivered in person or three days after mailing by first class U.S. Mail, postage 
prepaid, return receipt requested, and addressed as follows: 

 
To City: City of Vernonia 
  1001 Bridge Street  
  Vernonia, OR 97064 
 
To VRR:  Vernonia Ridge Riders 
  P.O. Box 96 
  Vernonia, OR 97064 
 
Such addresses may be changed from time to time by either party by providing notice 
as set forth above. 

 
11.  This Agreement May Be Terminated by the Following: 

 
11.1 This Agreement may be terminated at any time by mutual consent of the 

City and VRR. 
 

11.2 The VRR may terminate this Agreement at any time upon 30 days notice 
to City. 

 
11.3 Failure of VRR to comply with any term or condition of this Agreement 

within 10 days after written notice by City specifying the nature of the failure 
with reasonable particularity. 

 
 

Vernonia Ridge Riders: City of Vernonia: 
 
____________________________ ______________________________ 
By: Nathan Owen                   Date By: Josette Mitchell                    Date      
Title: VRR President    Title: Mayor 
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CITY OF VERNONIA CITY COUNCIL  
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 
 
FYI–Draft hardcopy of WWTP RFP  
__________________________________________________________________________
Meeting Date:   March 2, 2015  Agenda Section:  New Business 
Staff:  Josette Mitchell,  Mayor 
www.vernonia-or.gov    Contact Telephone:  503-429-5291 
 
ISSUE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY 
 The City now possesses a hardcopy draft of the WWTP RFP. The document is 
approximately a 500 page document. Council and the Public Works Committee are invited to 
come in to City Hall and review it. The RFP process of noticing, posting, and accepting bids 
will begin after the City receives final approval from USDA. 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
A.  Timing.   
 Staff recognizes that Council and the PW Committee are highly interested in 
this process beginning. This is a FYI for members to review prior to process beginning. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 It is highly recommended that interested Council and Committee members come 
in and review at minimum the scope of work, etc. 
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CITY OF VERNONIA CITY COUNCIL  
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 
 
Discussion and Motion – Harvesting of Marketable Timber from WWTP material site 
Meeting Date:   March 2, 2015  Agenda Section:  New Business 
Staff:  Josette Mitchell, Mayor 
www.vernonia-or.gov    Contact Telephone:  503-429-5291 
 
ISSUE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY 
 The City owned property adjacent to sewer lagoons which is a potential material site 
contractor’s bidding the WWTP project. In the RFP contractors may consider the property for mining 
clay type soil to seal the edges of the raised lagoon dike roads, and potential dike road base material 
 In the joint meeting with city staff and the regulatory partners the decision was made by all that 
in order to make the City owned site enticing to contractors potentially receiving lower bids due to 
material proximity, the City should remove merchantable timber prior to the contractor required pre-
bid walk through.  
 
BACKGROUND 

 
A.  Council Action History.   
 Council asked staff to work with Councilor McNair to identify potential merchantable 
timber. 
 
B.  Analysis and Policy Issues.   
 If Council directs staff to follow Option #1; staff will need to follow the rules of the City 
procurement ordinance, posting Request for Proposals getting a minimum of three (3) bids. 
 
C.  Financial and/or Resource Considerations.   

Current fluctuations in the log buying market, means the City will receive bids that have 
a higher percentage for the logging outfit. 

 
D. Timing.   

Since the goal is to put the RFP out as soon as the City receives final approval from the 
regulatory partners, timing is critical. 
 
OPTIONS 
 #1-Staff draft bid summary and posted and receive 3 bids to harvest merchantable 
timber from area on attached map. (Quicker turn around) 
 
 #2-Work with local volunteers to fall, buck and load timber. (Longer process) 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
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 Option # 1- Staff recommends putting the harvesting out to bid.  
 
SUGGESTED MOTION AFTER PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 “I move that Council direct staff to create bid summary and post according to 
procurement ordinance the harvesting of the merchantable  timber identified on the attached 
map.” 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Map of timber to be harvested from City owned property on old O-A Mill Site, will 
be handed out at Council meeting. 
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