
   
 

Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   
 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 

 
2. Additions or Removal of Agenda Items 
 
3. Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
4. Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
5. Consent Agenda for Approval 
 A. Cemetery Committee Meeting Minutes for May 04, 2016 ……………………..…………..pg. 1 
 B. City Council Meeting Minutes for July 18, 2016 …………………………....…………….. pg. 2-4 
 C. City Council Executive Session Minutes for July 18, 2016 ………………....…………….. pg. 5 
  
 
6. Unfinished Business  

 
7.  New Business  

A. Cemetery Committee Recommendation …………………………………………………….pg. 6 
B. Parks Committee Recommendation ………………………………………………………… pg.7 
C. Oregon Public Works Emergency Response Cooperative Assistance Agreement ……..……pg. 8-16 
D. City Attorney, Alex Sosnkowski, Retirement Letter ………………………………..……….pg. 17-18 
E. Contract for Legal Services …………………………………………………………..………pg. 19-22 
 

8.  Business from Departments 
 
 A.  Police Department – Chief Conner 
   
 B.  City Administrator Report – J. Mitchell 
   
9.  Ordinances/Resolutions 
  
10.  Correspondence 
11.  Items from Mayor and Councilors 
12.  Action Items Summary – City Administrator 
 
Adjournment  
 

***AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE*** 
Please contact the City Recorder, Vernonia City Hall, 1001 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064 (Phone No. 503-429-5291) at least 48 hours prior to 
the scheduled meeting time if you need an accommodation.  TCC users please call Oregon Telecommunications Relay Service at 1-800-735-2900. 

CITY COUNCIL AUGUST 01, 2016 AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
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Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   
 
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 

Mayor Parrow called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM 
 

Additions or Removal of Agenda Items 
Councilor Hult made a motion to approve the agenda as written. The motion was seconded by Councilor 
Tierney, motion passes.  
 
Mayors Report 
 Oath of Office Eric M. Shafer by Mayor Parrow 
 Pinning of the Badge by Sierra Vidad  
 
Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
Councilor McNair reported on the Cemetery Committee. The committee approved the purchase of the new 
bench at the July 14th meeting. The recommendation will be coming to Council. Councilor McNair has been in 
touch with City Administrator Mitchell about potentially purchasing bollards for the corners. The committee is 
also ready to move forward with selling the cemetery house.  
 
Councilor Tierney reported that she attended the Senior Center Board meeting on July 15th. The Board members 
are concerned about the numbers for the meals. They will be reporting to City Council around the 1st of 
October.  
 
Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
Larry Collins, B Street, received a $500 citation for his truck with camper that is parked on the road. He has 
nowhere to park it so keeps it parked on the street. City Administrator Mitchell explained the ordinance to Mr. 
Collins and stated that she will ask the City Planner if this ordinance applies to his situation. Once she has heard 
back from the City Planner she will contact the owner and let him know what the conclusion is. In the meantime, 
she will have code enforcement put the violation on hold.   
 
Consent Agenda for Approval 

A. City Council Meeting Minutes for July 05th, 2016  
Councilor Tierney made a motion to approve the City Council meeting minutes from July 5th, 2016. The motion 
was seconded by Councilor Tierney, motion carried.   
 
Unfinished Business  

A. Nickerson Performance Bond Agreement – Discussion 
City Administrator Mitchell presented to Council the DRAFT Agreement RE. Nickerson Ridge Estates. 

City staff would like direction from Council on how they would like to move forward with the agreement.  
 Sharon Bernal, Knott Street, brought to Councils attention that the meeting minutes from July 5th state 
that the road was never dedicated. She believes this is an error and would like staff to look again for any 
potential dedication documents. She is concerned that property owners are under the impression that they are 
responsible for the road. Even if the dedication was never completed, she believes that it was clearly intended.  

CITY COUNCIL JULY 18, 2016 MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
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 City Administrator Mitchell stated that staff spent extensive time searching for the dedication documents 
and were never able to locate any. There is a formal process for dedicating a road and the road was never an 
accepted road by the city. The City of Vernonia will not accept the road until it is brought into compliance with 
the Public Works Standards. At that time, they can bring it to Council to be approved for dedication. Mayor 
Parrow requested that this information be conveyed to the Smejkal’s so that they are aware of the requirements 
if they wish to have the street dedicated.  

Gretchen Lindaur, Nickerson Avenue, would like to know if the bond has been posted and whether or 
not homeowners have access to this information. This whole ordeal has been quite devastating to the 
homeowners and they would like the information in case of a suit. City Administrator Mitchell stated that the 
bond has not been posted and the information is public record therefore could be requested thru a Public 
Records Request.   

Tony Schrader, Knott Street, asked for clarification on the storm water project and whether or not the 
engineered plans could be reviewed by homeowners before approval. City Administrator Mitchell explained the 
project to him and stated that they are welcome to come review them but they will also be reviewed by the City 
Engineer. When the City Engineer is in town next, City Administrator Mitchell will arrange a meeting with any 
homeowners in the development that wish to meet.  

Consensus of Council is to direct staff to move forward with the agreement.  
 

New Business  
A. Letter from Jimi Kolesar Requesting Water Leak Forgiveness  
City Administrator Mitchell explained the request from Mrs. Kolesar to Council. Councilor McNair 

recused himself from the discussion due to a potential conflict of interest. Consensus of Council is to forgive the 
water charge for the excess water used during the leak. Council directed staff to credit $220 to the account.  

 
Business from Departments 
 A. Finance Department – A. Handegard 
  Year End Finance Report  
Finance Director Handegard presented her report to Council. Councilor McNair would like the water fund to be 
looked at as he believes rates could potentially be lowered. Finance Director Handegard stated that before rates 
were lowered, they should consider updates that are needed at the water plant. 
 

B. Police Department – Chief Conner 
Chief Conner gave a brief update on police department happenings. He explained that they hired Officer Shafer 
whom has gone thru basic training and is working to complete his field training. His training should be 
completed in 6 to 8 weeks. Once his training is completed we should be up to 24-hour coverage.   
   

C. City Administrator Report – J. Mitchell 
 

Wastewater Treatment Plant: Tetra Tech submitted at the last construction meeting a design for the monitoring 
wells to the contractor in order for the contractor to estimate the cost of supplies and installation. The design 
was not acceptable and will need to be simplified as a drilling rig will not be able to access the proposed 
location of the wells. We have received no word from DEQ on grants for this projects cost.  
Rose Avenue Project:  I will be meeting this week with Mary McArthur, from ColPac about the environmental 
assessment and finalize signing the Grant Admin paperwork and contract.   
California Avenue: The clean-up of the private property will be beginning shortly. Once DEQ gives the 
property owner a NFA (No Further Action) letter, which will allow the City to put out the Notice of Award to 
DL Design Group to begin the engineering of California Avenue.  
FEMA Public Assistance: The City has submitted all necessary paperwork for the Dec. 8th, 2015 Public 
Assistance projects, they will be submitting them to funding bundling this week.    
Nickerson Ridge Estates: Discussed in draft MOU.    
Airport Trailer: The purchaser of the Airport Trailer has not removed it from the property. Staff believes he 
underestimated the towing vehicle it would take to move it.  
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Temporary Seasonal Help:  After interviewing 3 applicants for the seasonal temporary help the panel chose 
Jacob Eyrrick. Jacob will be available to assist the City until he returns to college in Central Oregon in the Fall. 
 
Ordinances/Resolutions 
Correspondence 
 
Items from Mayor and Councilors 
In light of recent events, Councilor McNair would like to express his support for our Law Enforcement.  
 
Action Items Summary – City Administrator 
City Administrator Mitchell will call the City Planner regarding the Topic From The Floor issue. She will then 
call the owner, Larry Collins, and give him an answer to his request. 
City Administrator Mitchell will send an email to the Smejkal’s regarding the process for street dedication. 
City Administrator Mitchell will arrange a meeting with the City Engineer, Jon Forrester, and will notify 
homeowners.  
Staff will adjust the water account for 895 Alabama with a $200 credit. 
 
Adjournment  
Mayor Parrow adjourned the meeting at 8:20 PM. 
 
 
These minutes were approved at the August 01, 2016 City Council Meeting.  
 
 
 
__________________________________             ____________________________________  
Stephanie Borst, City Recorder                              Randall J. Parrow, Mayor 
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 CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
     SPECIAL EXECUTIVE SESSION  

Monday, July 18, 2016 6:30 PM 
     City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia, OR  97064 
______________________________________________________________________________  

Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and 

a vision for civic improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   

 
AGENDA 

 
Call to Order -- Mayor Parrow 

Mayor Parrow called the meeting to order at 6:38 pm. 
 
Additions to Agenda  

Councilor Tierney made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by 
Councilor McNair, motion passes.  

 
Recess to Executive Session as per ORS 192.660 (2) (i) 
 The City Council will now meet in Executive Session: 
 
 The executive session is held pursuant to ORS 192.660 (2), which allows the Council to meet in 
executive session for the purpose stated. 

 
(i) Performance Evaluations of Public Officers and Employees 

 
Return to Open Session for Final Action 
Council returned to open session at 9:47 PM.  
 
Councilor Tierney made a motion to extend City Administrator Mitchells Employment 
Agreement as of August 1st, 2016 for 1 year with the addition of a 5% merit increase. The motion 
was seconded by Councilor Seager, motion passes.  
 
Adjournment  
Mayor Parrow adjourned the meeting at 9:50 PM 
 
 
 
These minutes were approved at the August 01, 2016 City Council Meeting.  
 
 
 
__________________________________             ____________________________________  
Stephanie Borst, City Recorder                              Randall J. Parrow, Mayor  
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July 28, 2016 

 

 

To: Vernonia City Council 

 

From: Parks Committee 

 

Re: Park Fee Changes 

 

The Parks Committee voted at their committee meeting on July 27, 2016 to recommend to the City 

Council that the City install 2 new benches at Hawkins Park near the play structure and 3 new benches 

at Spencer Park near the play structure.  The Committee also recommends that no new benches be 

installed at the Dewey Pool area until a plan is established for placement of any benches.  

 

 

Signed, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott Laird, Parks Committee Chair,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie Poetter, Parks Committee Secretary 
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City Attorney Contract (with Exhibit “A”) - Page 1 of 4 

 

CITY OF VERNONIA 

PERSONAL SERVICES CONTRACT 

(City Attorney Services) 

 

PARTIES:  

 

City of Vernonia       (“City”) 

 1001 Bridge Street 

 Vernonia, OR  97064 

 

 Annala, Carey, Baker, Thompson, VanKoten & Cleaveland, P.C. (“Contractor”) 

 P.O. Box 325 

 Hood River, OR  97031 

 

RECITALS 

 

Contractor is being engaged to provide legal services as set forth in the attached Exhibit 

"A."   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BASED ON THE MUTUAL PROMISES OF THE PARTIES, 

THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 

1.   Statement of Work:   Contractor shall provide the services set forth in Exhibit “A” (the 

“Work”).  Contractor shall perform the Work under the supervision of the City Council and in 

accordance with the terms and conditions of this Contract. Ruben Cleaveland shall serve as the 

City Attorney and lead attorney.  

2.   All Costs by Contractor:  Contractor shall, at its own risk and expense, perform the Work 

described above and, except as provided in this Contract, furnish all labor, equipment and 

materials required for the proper performance of the Work.   

3.  Qualified to Provide Work:  Contractor has represented, and by entering into this Contract 

now represents, that Contractor is fully qualified to perform the service to which he will be 

assigned in a skilled and workmanlike manner.  Contractor is responsible for maintaining active 

“good standing” status as a member of the Oregon State Bar Association. 

4.  Contract Term; Renewal:   

a.   This Contract is effective on the date signed.  The initial term of this Contract is from 

August 1, 2016, through July 31, 2018. Unless this Contract is terminated in accordance with its 

terms or extended, this contract ends July 31, 2018.  Contract termination does not extinguish or 

prejudice City’s right to enforce this Contract with respect to any default by Contractor that has not 

been cured. 

b.   This Contract may be extended automatically for up to two (2) additional two (2) year 

terms by mutual written consent of the parties, which consent shall specify the extension period.   
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5.   Compensation: Contractor shall be paid for the Work performed under this contract in the 

manner provided in Exhibit “A.” Contractor shall submit monthly invoices to the City for Work 

performed. The invoices shall describe all Work performed and shall itemize and explain all 

expenses that this Contract requires City to pay and for which Contractor claims reimbursement. 

The description of all Work performed shall be in sufficient detail to show the amount of time 

spent and services provided during each month preceding submission of the invoice. City shall 

pay Contractor within 30 days of receipt of Contractor’s invoice.   

6.   Indemnification and insurance: CONTRACTOR SHALL DEFEND, SAVE, HOLD 

HARMLESS, AND INDEMNIFY THE CITY AND ITS OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES AND 

AGENTS FROM AND AGAINST ALL CLAIMS, SUITS, ACTIONS, LOSSES, DAMAGES, 

LIABILITY, COSTS AND EXPENSES OF ANY NATURE WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING 

ATTORNEYS FEES, RESULTING FROM, ARISING OUT OF, OR RELATING TO THE 

ACTIVITIES OF CONTRACTOR OR ITS OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, SUBCONTRACTORS, 

OR AGENTS UNDER THIS CONTRACT. Contractor shall not be held responsible for any 

claims, suits, actions, losses, damages, liabilities, costs and expenses directly, solely, and 

proximately caused by the negligence of the City. Contractor shall maintain professional liability 

insurance as required by the Oregon State Bar for Work performed under this Contract. Any 

attorney that travels to the City or any other location on behalf of the City shall have in effect 

and maintain comprehensive automobile liability insurance.       

7.   Termination:  This Contract may be terminated by either party by giving 30 days written 

notice to the other party. 

8.   Independent Contractor Status:  

a.  Contractor shall perform all Work as an independent Contractor.  The City reserves the right 

(i) to determine and modify the delivery schedule for the Work and (ii) to evaluate the 

quality of the Work Product; however, the City may not and will not control the means or 

manner of Contractor's performance.  Contractor is responsible for determining the 

appropriate means and manner of performing the Work.   

b.  Contractor understands and agrees that it is not an "officer" or "employee" of the City, as 

those terms are used in ORS 30.265. 

c.   Contractor is responsible for all federal or state taxes applicable to compensation or 

payments paid to Contractor under this Contract and, unless Contractor is subject to backup 

withholding, City will not withhold from such compensation or payments any amount(s) to 

cover Contractor's federal or state tax obligations. Contractor is not eligible for any social 

security, unemployment insurance or workers' compensation benefits from compensation 

or payments paid to Contractor under this Contract, except as a self-employed individual. 

9.   Assignment and Subcontracts:  Contractor shall not assign this Contract or subcontract any 

portion of the work without the written consent of City, which consent may be withheld in the 

City’s sole discretion.  Any attempted assignment or subcontract without written consent of City 

shall be void.  Contractor shall be fully responsible for the acts or omissions of any assigns or 

subcontractors and of all persons employed by them, and the approval by City of any assignment 
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or subcontract shall not create any contractual relation between the assignee or subcontractor and 

City.  

10. Governing Law; Venue; Consent to Jurisdiction.  This Contract shall be governed by and

construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Oregon.  Any claim, action, suit or

proceeding between City and Contractor that arises from or relates to this Contract shall be brought

and conducted solely and exclusively within the Circuit Court of Columbia County for the State of

Oregon or, if the claim, action, suit or proceeding must be brought in a federal forum, then it shall

be brought and conducted solely and exclusively within the United States District Court for the

District of Oregon.

11. Merger Clause; Waiver.  This Contract and attached Exhibit “A” constitute the entire

agreement between the parties on the subject matter hereof.  To the extent the terms of this

Contract conflicts with the attached exhibits, the terms of this document control.  There are no

understandings, agreements, or representations, oral or written, not specified herein regarding this

Contract.  No waiver, consent, modification or change of terms of this Contract shall bind all

parties unless in writing and signed by both parties and all necessary approvals have been obtained.

12. Amendments. No amendment to this Contract is effective unless it is in writing signed by the

parties.

13. Confidentiality.  Contractor will have access to certain information that is confidential and

proprietary to the City (the "Confidential Information"). Contractor agrees that the Confidential

Information is to be considered confidential and proprietary to the City and Contractor shall hold

the same in confidence and shall not use the Confidential Information other than for the purposes

of performing the Work under this Agreement.  Contractor shall not disclose, publish or

otherwise reveal any of the Confidential Information received from the City to any other party

whatsoever except with the specific prior written authorization of the City.  The obligations with

respect to Confidential Information shall survive termination of this Agreement.

14. Counterparts.  This Contract may be executed in several counterparts, all of which taken

together shall constitute one agreement binding on all parties, notwithstanding that all parties are

not signatories to the same counterpart. Each copy of the Agreement so executed shall constitute

an original.

CONTRACTOR, BY EXECUTION OF THIS CONTRACT, HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGES 

THAT CONTRACTOR HAS READ THIS CONTRACT, UNDERSTANDS IT, AND AGREES 

TO BE BOUND BY ITS TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

CONTRACTOR CITY 

___________________________________ __________________________________ 

Ruben Cleaveland   date Josette Mitchell   date 

Annala, Carey, Baker, Thompson, City Administrator, City of Vernonia  

VanKoten & Cleaveland, P.C.  
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 

STATEMENT OF WORK, SCHEDULE, AND PAYMENT TERMS 

 

 

1. Contractor will provide legal services as City Attorney to the City of Vernonia.  Such 

services may include, but are not limited to, advice at City meetings, advice to support staff, 

review of documents, communication with council or other governmental entities or individuals, 

participation in hearings or meetings at City, preparation of findings, attendance at meetings of 

City and other bodies, and such other matters as City or its support staff shall direct. 

 

2. Contractor will coordinate with City and its support staff, through the City Administrator, 

concerning which meetings to attend, when and to what extent to undertake legal research, when 

and to what extent to prepare findings, and otherwise how to operate to provide legal services 

within a limited budget.  However, Contractor shall, at Contractor’s discretion, advise City when 

contractor believes additional work is necessary to meet Contractor’s and City’s responsibilities. 

 

3. Work shall begin on August 1, 2016 and continue through July 31, 2018, unless the term 

is extended. 

 

4. Contractor’s hourly rate is $140 per hour for Ruben Cleaveland, travel time to regular 

City Council meetings will not be billed. City shall reimburse Contractor for mileage at the 

federal travel rate in effect at the time of travel.   

 

5. Contractor’s client pursuant to this contract is City. Contractor may also represent other 

clients on unrelated matters, but shall not represent clients who have a current conflict of interest 

with City unless City consents after full disclosure.   
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