
   
 

Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   
 
1.  Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 
2.  Additions or Removal of Agenda Items 
3.  Presentations  
4.  Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
5.  Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
6.  Consent Agenda for Approval 
 A. City Council Meeting Minutes from April 18, 2016……………………………. 1-4 
7.  Unfinished Business  
 A. Cal / Spencer Sewer Project Feasibility Study 
 B. Airport Culvert Replacement ………………………………………..………….. 5-6 
 C. Downtown Street Tree Update ……………………………………..…………… 7-9 
8.  New Business  
9.  Business from Departments 
 A.  Police Department – Chief Conner 
   
 B.  City Administrator Report – J. Mitchell 
  - OEM Public Assistance Contract ………………………………….…….. 11-20 
10.  Ordinances/Resolutions 
11. Recess to Executive Session as per ORS 192.660 (2)(d) 
 The City Council will now meet in Executive Session: 
 
 The executive session is held pursuant to ORS 192.660 (2), which allows the Council to meet in executive session 
for the purpose stated. 

 
(d) To consider information or records that are exempt by law from public inspection.    

 
Representatives of the news media and designated staff are allowed to attend the executive session.*  
All other members of the audience are asked to leave the room.  Representatives of the news media are specifically directed not to report on any of 
the deliberations during the executive session, except to state the general subject of the session as previously announced.  No decision may be made 
in executive session.  At the end of the executive session, we will return to open session and welcome the audience back into the room. 
 
“A member of the news media or designee may not disclose any information from executive session, may not tape record, digitally record, and/ or 
video record any information to decrease the likelihood that information discussed in the executive session will be inadvertently disclosed.” 
 
12.  Return to Open Session for Final Action 
13.  Correspondence 
14.  Items from Mayor and Councilors 
15.  Action Items Summary – City Administrator 
 
Adjournment  
 

***AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE*** 
Please contact the City Recorder, Vernonia City Hall, 1001 Bridge Street, Vernonia, OR 97064 (Phone No. 503-429-5291) at least 48 hours prior to 
the scheduled meeting time if you need an accommodation.  TCC users please call Oregon Telecommunications Relay Service at 1-800-735-2900. 

CITY COUNCIL MAY 02, 2016 AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
 



Mission Statement 
The City of Vernonia pledges to be an ethical and responsive government using community collaboration to foster leadership and a vision for civic 

improvement while providing a safe, peaceful, economically viable community.   

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – Mayor Parrow 
Mayor Parrow called the meeting to order at 7:03pm 

Additions or Removal of Agenda Items 
Mayor Parrow added a Proclamation of Earth Day as New Business C. 
Councilor Seager made a motion to approve the agenda with this addition. The motion was seconded by 
Councilor Hult, motion passes.  

Mayor Report 
A. Budget Committee Member Application for Rick Hobart

Mayor Parrow appointed Mr. Hobart to the Budget Committee.

Presentations 
A. CC Rider Transportation Update – Janet Wright

Janet Wright gave their presentation to council. CC Rider would like the cities support in their
May 17 Ballot Measure 5-251. The measure proposes creating a special transportation district with a
property tax based off of .23/1000 of assessed value. The goal is to increase transport to Portland and
Longview as well as to replace some of the vehicles that have over 400k miles on them.

Janelle Grove, CC Rider Board Director, explained to Council that in order to receive this
funding they have had to establish a board of directors whom act as advisors to the Columbia County
Commissioners. The current board is made up of 5 members whom will serve 4 terms and then be up
for re-election. Brett Costley expressed concern that having all members of the board up for
reelection at the same time may not be a wise choice. Janelle agreed and stated that she will look into
having staggered elections. The new board will be made up of representatives from each community
that is served.

Councilor Tierney expressed concern as to whether May was the best time to have this on the
ballot or if November would be better. Janelle explained that May is typically when people take the
time to read up on the measures and vote accordingly. Also, homeowners receive their tax
statements in November so these ballots don’t typically do well at that time.

Councilor Committee Meeting Reports 
Councilor McNair attended the Cemetery Committee meeting where they discussed the urn garden plots. Jeff 
Hoyt will meet with the Cemetery Committee in May to finalize plans.They also discussed the possibility of 
placing boulders on the corners of the road but are undecided. The Boy Scout is building the flag rack tomorrow 
and is scheduled to complete his project by Thursday, April 21. The Boy Scouts have also expressed interest in 
killing the grass along the road way but will not do that until after Memorial Day.   

Mayor Parrow attended the last Library meeting and everything is going well. The Library Committee wishes 
Council would reconsider their decision about the Library Board.  

Topics from the Floor/Audience Participation  
Scott Laird, C Street, would like to encourage Council to approve the request for the Vernonia High School 
students stay at Anderson Park at a reduced rate.  

CITY COUNCIL APRIL 18, 2016 MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 7:00 PM 
City Hall, 1001 Bridge St. Vernonia OR  97064 
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Consent Agenda for Approval 
A. City Council Meeting Minutes April 04, 2016
B. Cemetery Committee Meeting Minutes March 10, 2016

Councilor Hult made a motion to approve the City Council meeting minutes from April 04, 2016 and the 
Cemetery Committee meeting minutes from March 10, 2016. The motion was seconded by Councilor Tierney, 
motion passes.   

 Unfinished Business 

New Business 
A. Chamber Room Tax
Nicole Larke, Vernonia Chamber Member, is here to propose a 10% room tax and $1.00 campground

fee to Council to help fund the Chamber. She explained that the Chamber is running out of money and may not 
be able to operate thru the end of the year. She recently went to Leavenworth where she was told their festivals 
are funded strictly thru the hotel room tax. Of the room tax, 18% would go towards administrative costs, 35% 
would fund festivals and events, 30% would go back to the city to pay for administering the tax, and 17% would 
go back to the community as scholarships. Councilor Tierney asked if the business owners this would affect are 
in agreement. Mrs. Larke stated that she is unsure as none of the owners came to the chamber meeting when it 
was discussed. Councilor Hult inquired as to how they would implement the tax. Mrs. Larke stated that they 
have not discussed how to implement it as they do not know how that works.  

Council consensus is to hold a workshop to discuss the proposal and to invite the Chamber. The 
workshop will be held on Monday, June 6th at 6:00.   

B. Letter from Corinna Rumbolz
City Administrator Mitchell presented the letter to Council. She explained that the remaining monthly’s
have been given notice to leave the park but Dakota has been allowed to stay as an extended stay. When
Corinna, the boy’s mother, received notice of the rate increase she was really upset. She has checked
with the Riverside RV park and there are no openings. She would like a reduced rate for the remaining
two months of his stay. Council consensus is to allow Dakota to stay at the park until he graduates at the
reduced rate of $400/month.

C. Proclamation of Earth Day
Mayor Parrow read into the record the Proclamation of Earth Day.

Business from Departments 
A. Police Department – Chief Conner

Chief Conner could not attend the meeting as he was on a call.

B. City Administrator Report – J. Mitchell

Wastewater Treatment Plant: At the construction meeting on April 6th we discussed that DEQ is
looking to put together a MOA as temporary permit) to allow for use of the hyporheic discharge this
summer and they want to know when the system will be operable.  The target is June 1st. By
allowing us to use the hyporeic discharge it will allow us to treat all wastewater while
simultaneously doing earth work on Lagoon #1 and/or Lagoon #2 without experiencing a storage
problem. The City has two change orders that are currently waiting for price quotes from the
contractor the first being a request for extending the interior chlorine contact walls, and providing
manual gates.   The Contractor has sent a response and it is being reviewed by Tetra Tech prior to
the City review. The second change order is a request to relocation of the eye wash from where it
currently is drawn inside the treatment building to outside the treatment building, and modification
to the raising of the cell #2 outlet, if the handle for the cell #2 outlet if left where it currently is it will
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be underground once the dikes are elevated.  City staff will attend the scheduled construction 
meeting on Wednesday, April 20th. 
Sewer Rates:  Staff has had four customers request to downsize their water meters. Staff developed 
a form in which the customer fills out their customer information, identifies the fixture count (sinks, 
toilets, etc.) associated with the property the water meter is serving, which allows staff to calculate 
the minimum size water meter allowed by Oregon code to serve the property. Customers will have to 
pay the change out fee in full prior to meter swap.  
Rose Avenue Project:  The deadline to submit Statement of Qualifications in April 22nd, 2016. Staff 
has been asked to participate in a pre-meeting with NOAA and FWS to review the Rose Avenue 
project, and streamline any review they may need of the project and its effect to the river, streams, 
etc. prior to the Environmental Review. Staff will attend that meeting on May 5th, 2016 in Portland.  
California Avenue: The deadline for submitting Request for Proposals is April 22nd, 2016. We have 
had 11 firms inquire about the project and receive the packets.    
Seasonal Worker Posting: Staff is reviewed the applications two Fridays ago and interviews of the 
top four candidates took place on Monday, April 11th, 2016. All candidates did well. Jerry McCall 
was chosen as our seasonal part time worker, he started today.   
FEMA Public Assistance: I met with our FEMA representative John Moak today, he is happy with 
the documentation we have and are providing. We should be scheduled for site visits very soon.    
Make Vernonia Shine Day: Clean-up day is April 23rd this Saturday, Household Hazardous Waste 
will have a collection site in the parking lot of the old School District office, the Library Board is 
weeding and replacing bark around the library, PW crew is bringing in bark dust to be used at City 
properties, Parks crew is sprucing up the Hawkins Park Dewey Pool landscape area prior to the 
relining of Dewey Pool. Clean-up day typically starts at 9am-12pm. There is no formal organization 
of the day as past volunteers stepped down and were not replaced.  
Nickerson Ridge Estates: The City Planner requested that the City Engineer do an inspection of the 
subdivision to identify the code violations in respect to the 1999 public works codes. The City 
engineer took a bit longer than expected, a letter outlining the violations should be sent out 
tomorrow. The staff wanted to assure the letter would be comprehensive. Councilor Seager requests 
that Council receive a copy of the report from the city engineer.  
Soderback Property/WOEC/City: During the budget process the Budget Committee will 
determine if monies can be allocated to purchase the property in installments in order to start a 
discussion with WOEC to form a MOA and have them dedicate the roadway and allow the City to 
move forward immediately with any development interests. Once the first payment is received by 
West Oregon the City will request that they dedicate the road to the City thus giving the City access 
to the unused portion of the lot. 
Shay Park Flag: The flag for Shay Park has been ordered and staff is working on installing lighting 
for the flag. Staff would also like to order a flag for the new Spencer Park.  

   
 Ordinances/Resolutions 
  
 
Correspondence 

A. Alumni Softball Field Dedication  
Due to rain in the forecast, staff is unsure if the dedication will happen on Friday. City Recorder 
Borst will see if the dedication is still set to happen and send notice to Council.  
 

 B. Notice of Upcoming Construction on Pebble Creek Road ………….…………….10-11 
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Items from Mayor and Councilors 
Councilor Seager would like to recognize staff and the park hosts effort at Anderson Park as it is looking great!   
 
Action Items Summary – City Administrator 
 
Adjournment  
Mayor Parrow adjourned the meeting at 8:21pm.  
 
 
These minutes were approved at the May 2nd, 2016 City Council Meeting.  
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Stephanie Borst, City Recorder   Randall J. Parrow, Mayor 
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
May 2nd, 2016 

 

From:     Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:  Request from Councilor Seager to Purchase Culvert Pipe 
 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
  The Council has discussed the issue of purchasing the culvert pipe necessary to replace the culvert that 
crosses the Airport runway that has deteriorated and collapsed. Councilor Seager is requesting that Council 
transfer the funds needed (see attachment) to the Airport Fund from the General Fund, in the form of a loan to be 
repaid after the sale of the trailer, any remaining debt will be repaid through annual payments out of the Airport 
Fund to the General Fund in the fiscal year budget.  
 

Bid for remaining culvert piping needed.  
With the help of Tony Schrader we have found a supplier that will charge 32.00 a foot, that is a considerable 
reduction in cost per foot. So the remaining pipe needed will be approximately $5120.00 not including any delivery 
charge that may be required.  
 
Staff is asking Council to decide how they want to proceed. (See attached old staff report for options Council 
considered last winter). 
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CITY  OF VERNONIA   
CITY  COUNCIL  AGENDA  ITEM 

 
November 2nd, 2015 

From:     Josette Mitchell, City Administrator 
To:     Mayor and City Council 
Re:  Airport Culvert Project 
 
Agenda Item Summary:  
 Two weeks ago Councilor Seager informed staff that the culvert that drains the Vernonia Airport runway has 
collapsed and needs removal and repair. Councilor Seager asked staff to determine where the funds would come 
from to purchase the culvert and rock required for the repair.  
 Staff has determined the cost of the culvert project: 
   Approx. costs  
                         $ 7,000.00 -200 ft. of 30 inch plastic culvert 
                         $ 1,000.00 – (4) loads of 3/4in minus gravel for backfill 
                         $ 8,000.00 TOTAL 
 The Airport Fund does not have the funds available to cover the cost of the repair. However the Airport Fund 
could take $500.00 out of Airport Operational Materials and $1000.00 out of Airport Contingency, for a total of 
$1500.00 to put towards this project. The remaining balance of the repair costs is 6500.00.  
 Staff has determined that the only fund that could loan the Airport Fund the capital required for the purchasing 
of culvert project materials is the Contingency line item of the General Fund. Interfund Loans must be paid back to 
the original fund in no more than 5 fiscal years.  
 Staff has attached the profit and loss budgets for these funds for your review.  
 Additionally Council at this meeting is being asked to surplus the old equipment at the Airport, and also being 
asked to surplus the FEMA trailer the Airport received from the County in 2013. The IGA the City and County 
signed in 2013 does not prohibit the City from selling the asset.  
 If Council approves the surplus of these items the funds received from sale or scrapping of these items should 
be ear marked to replace the funds loaned to the Airport fund out of General Fund Contingency.  
 Subsequently the remainder of outstanding balance will be divided into 5 annual payments to be paid to the 
General Fund Contingency.   
 

Project 
Cost 

Funds from 
Airport Fund 

Funds Received 
from Surplus Items 

Remaining 
Cost 

Yrs. of 
Repayment 

Annual Payments 

8000.00 -0.00 -0.00 8000.00 /5 1600.00 
8000.00 -1500.00 -0.00 6500.00 /5 1300.00 
8000.00 -1500.00 -1000.00 5500.00 /5 1100.00 
8000.00 -1500.00 -2000.00 4500.00 /5 900.00 
8000.00 -1500.00 -3000.00 3500.00 /5 700.00 
8000.00 -1500.00 -4000.00 2500.00 /5 500.00 

 
Attachments:  

• Map outlining project 
• Airport Budget – Profit and Loss to date 
• General Fund Budget – Profit and Loss to date 

 
If Council is in favor of this loan, during the Resolution section of the meeting Council would have to adopt 

Resolution 16-15 “A Resolution Authorizing Interfund Loan from the General Fund Contingency to the Airport 
Fund” 
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Vernonia Bridge Street Mapping 
April 29, 2016 
Prepared for: City Council 
Prepared by: Ben Fousek 

Purpose 

The immediate purpose of this mapping project was to map street trees along Bridge Street.  However, 

simply mapping street trees does not include enough information to make good decisions about street 

trees or any other improvements to Bridge Street through downtown.  City staff has prepared a 

mapping project which also mapped lamp posts, utility poles, and other all other structures within the 

right‐of‐way, as well as, buildings, surface types and access points.  With the initial mapping complete, 

City staff are prepared to provide additional information, mapping, and design as needed. 

Planter Strip 

The 4’ wide planter strip between the curb and sidewalk has been completely surface in brick pavers, 

with the exception of 4’ wide strips for street trees.  The total area of the planter strips, including the 

4’x4’ tree planters, is ~8000 sq. feet. 

Street Trees 

There are 46 tree planters along Bridge Street in downtown.  Six of the tree planters have had the tree 

removed, leaving 40 trees. 

Maps 

Included are 2 maps with each showing 2 of the 4 downtown blocks. 
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